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Edition and Facsimile
Publishing the Correspondence of
Carl Linnaeus on the World Wide Web
Tomas Anfalt

C

arl Linnaeus, or Carl von Linne as he was called after
dents, he believed, "were the most learned and curious in
Europe," who let their Swedish colleague know and take part
his ennoblement in 1762, is Sweden's most famous sciin what was newly discovered by sending him letters and
entist. Linnaeus is primarily known for having created
books.
the nomenclature for plants, published for the first time in
Probably few individuals in the history of science acted
Species plantarum in 1753. Born in 1707 in southern Sweden,
with as much self-confidence
he studied at the University of
Carl Linnaeus. During his
as
Lund and later at Uppsala where
life he continuously compared
he became professor of medicine
his own importance and greatin 1741. Before his academic
ness with other scientists and
appointment, he had a remarkphilosophers. He regarded
able international career resultGalileo, Boerhaave, Newton,
ing from the introduction of his
and Leibniz as his equals and
Systema naturae, published in its
therefore felt that he ought to
first edition in
1735 in
. have a correspondence worAmsterdam. Within less than a
•thy of this stature. 2 Linnaeus
decade, most of the biologists in
was perfectly aware of the hidEurope and America accepted
.• den rules of the republic of lethis classification system for
ters. On his way to Holland in
species of plants, animals, and
April 1735, he passed through
insects.
Linnaeus's correspondence '
Hamburg, where he declared
has always been regarded as
in the newspaper Hamburgische
important for taxonomists and
Berichte that he would visit the
historians of science. "This prefamous Hermann Boerhaave
in Leiden with whom he had
cious collection of letters ought
to be made public as it contains
corresponded.3 To have been
many hundreds of letters,
accepted
as
one
of
wherein are treated eve thin Letter to Antoine Nicolas ?uchesne. Linnaeus gives thanks for see~s and Boerhaave's correspondents
ry
g sends seeds of strawbemes to be planted ill the garden of Tnanon
curious, that has happened since
(UUBMs okat Du Chesne 7l0619,l.j)
was undoubtedly very presti1735 until his death. Pity only
gious. The problem was that
that Linnaeus himself never took copies from his own letters,
Linnaeus lied. At that point in time, he had never corresponded with Boerhaave, who was understandably upset
prevented to do that because of much work."! Linnaeus himself was also convinced of its great value. His corresponwhen he heard about the article in Hamburgische Berichte.
Linnaeus's deep knowledge of botany, however, impressed
Tomas Anfalt is Librarian and Associate Keeper of
Boerhaave when they met later that year, and the famous
Manuscripts at the University Library of Uppsala University.
Leiden professor joined the increasing number of enthusiasts
Since 1995, he has been the editor of The Linnaean
who backed Linnaeus and his classification system.
Moreover, in Amsterdam, Linnaeus made friends with the
Correspondence Project. His principal research has been in the
areas of the history of science and of book markets during the
Dutch physician Johannes Burmannus, the pharmacist
eighteenth century.
Albert Seba, and the botanist and senator Johann Friedrich
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Letter to Johann Reinhold Forster who, in 1772 together with Anders Sparrman, served as naturalists during James Cook's second voyage
(UUBMs G 152 a Forster 720508,1;720508,2)

Gronovius, who came to play an important role in the
Swedish scientist's future. Through Gronovius's correspondence with British naturalists, Linnaeus was introduced to
English and later American professional and amateur
botanists. Mter the publication of Systema naturae in 1735,
Linnaeus's reputation as one of the leading international
botanists was settled, albeit not without complications. When
Albrecht von Haller, the Swiss genius, poet, anatomist, bibliographer, and botanist started to correspond with Linnaeus
in 1737, he questioned and criticized the classification system
even as he accepted it.
In 1736 Linnaeus went to England, where he visited Hans
Sloane and Philip Miller, the head of Chelsea Physick
Garden. In Oxford he met Jacob Sherard and Johann Jacob
Dillenius. While Sherard seemed to be enthusiastic about
Linnaeus's classification system, Dillenius accused Linnaeus
of bringing disorder to the field of botany. Yet the two
botanists parted as good friends and continued their discussion by correspondence. Through Dillenius, Linnaeus also
got to know Peter Collinson, a Quaker and mercer with trading contacts in the New World. Collinson, himself an ama-
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teur naturalist, boasted about this contact with Linnaeus to
his own correspondents ..! In the years to come, Linnaeus's
circle of English and American correspondents came to
include men like Joseph Banks, John Bartram, George
Edwards, John Ellis, Alexander Garden, and Thomas
Pennant.
In spite of tempting offers to stay in the Netherlands or to
go to Surinam or North America, Linnaeus decided to return
to Sweden, but not without first visiting the Royal Botanic
Garden in Paris, with which he was well acquainted through
the works of Sebastien Vaillant. There he met Bernard de
Jussieu, demonstrator at Jardin du roi in Paris, who later
became his correspondent and close friend. Linnaeus also
visited the Academie des sciences and was invited to become a
member. Judging from these contacts, the acceptance of the
Linnaean system in France took longer than one might
expect, primarily due to Georges Louis Leclerc de Buffon's
criticism of the classification scheme in the first part of his
Histoire naturelIe, and also to the reluctance of the influential
Parisian salons to accept Linnaeus's system. 5 Antoine
Laurent Duchesne, the head of the garden at Trianon, treated

Letter to Albrecht von Haller (UUBMs G 152 a Haller 450107,1)

Letter to one of Linnaeus's "apostles," Fredrik Hasselquist, who went
to Palestine and Egypt (UUBMs G 152 a Hasselq 50027,1.j)

Linnaeus respectfully, however, as did JeanJacques
Rousseau who, in his only letter to Linnaeus from 1771, said:
"Seul avec la nature et vous, je passe dans mes promenades
champetres des heures delicieuses, et je tire un profit plus
reel de votre Philo sophia Botanica que de tous les livres de
morale." (Along with nature and you, I spend delightful
hours walking in the countryside, and reap more real benefit
from your Philosophia Botanica than all the books on
morals.)
Yet in the French provinces, Linnaeus was accepted
unconditionally. More than any other place in France, the
University of Montpellier became a stronghold of Linnaean
ideas. Franc;ois Boissier de la Croix de Sauvages, professor of
medicine, had started to correspond with Linnaeus in 1737
while he and Linnaeus were in Holland. Their correspondence lasted until Sauvages's death in 1765; thereafter, his
student Antoine Gouan continued the correspondence with
Linnaeus. Soon after the death of Linnaeus in 1778, the
impact of Buffon's criticism faded, and it is worth noting that
the first Linnaean SOciety in the world was founded in Paris
in 1787. 6
Linnaeus's German correspondence started early.
Introducing himself to one of the best-known persons in the

learned world, Linnaeus wrote to Haller in April 1737, presenting his ideas on the sexual system. The correspondence
of these two scientists continued until 1749. Like Christian
Gottlieb Ludwig, Haller dared to criticize Linnaeus. At this
stage in his career, Linnaeus defended his system, a move he
seldom felt necessary later in life. His most outspoken critic
was Georg Johann Siegesbeck, German by origin, who
served as demonstrator of the botanical garden in St.
Petersburg. Linnaeus ignored the criticism but gave the name
Siegesbeckia to a very unpleasant weed.
During his three years in Holland (1735-1738), Linnaeus
established a scientific network of utmost importance to himself and the whole scientific community. After his return to
Sweden where he remained for the remaining four decades
of his life, he had to rely completely on the information system of his time, that is, the exchange of letters. Based on the
volume of correspondence he received, the attention paid to
Linnaeus was extraordinary. From the first ten years of his
correspondence, the formative period of his professional life
(1728-1738), about 300 letters survive. After his return to
Sweden and during the 1740s, about 760 letters were
exchanged; between 1750 and 1760, the pieces of correspondence numbered 1500; in the 1760s, their number increased
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Letter to Bernard deJussieu (UUBMs G 152491216,1)

to 1600; and for the last eight years of his life, more than
1000 letters are extant. Linnaeus took great care of all letters
since he regarded them as an information bank. For him, the
correspondence was as important a research instrument as
books. He stated that he was able to know about everything
worth knowing in the field of science through this correspondence. 7 By the beginning of the 1770s, he had received
over three thousand letters from Europe, America, Asia, and
Africa, sent by colleagues, admirers, students, local vicars,
counts, and dukes.
It would be impossible to summarize the contents of
Linnaeus's correspondence even in broad outline here, but
its character is worth noting. It is a learned correspondence.
Although he had ambitions to mingle with members of the
Swedish court circles, Linnaeus never shared the values of
the French-oriented Swedish nobility. There is almost nothing about the literature of the French philosophers in his letters, although Rousseau was one of his admirers. The letters
he wrote as well as those written to him are dominated by
observations in the true sense of the word. Different species
of plants, animals, and fishes, often accompanied by pictures
or seeds or skins of fishes, are carefully described. The reader
will also fmd reports from remote countries on diseases, ethnic medicine, and folklore. Linnaeus's disciples, Pehr Kalm,
Pehr Lofting, .Fredrik Hasselquist, Peter Forskal, Anders
Sparrman, and Carl Peter Thunberg served as Linnaeus's
eyes. They were observers of natural phenomena allover the
world, covering the Middle East, Africa, Europe, North and
South America, Asia, Australia, and the Pacific. Yet a substantial part of the correspondence deals with Swedish matters. Linnaeus, who was one of the founders of the Swedish
Royal Academy of Sciences, corresponded with several amateur scientists through the Academy, many of them vicars in
the Swedish provinces who made observations, which they
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then forwarded to the great Linnaeus in Uppsala.
After Linnaeus's death in 1778, the correspondence, manuscripts, books, and herbaria remained in his family's possession. His son, Carl Linnaeus the Younger, succeeded his
.• father as professor of botany at the University of Uppsala
... and added his own correspondence, books, and naturalia.
. Linnaeus the Younger died in 1783, leaving everything to his
. mother, Sara Moraea. Since the widow needed money for
the dowries of her four daughters, she decided to sell the collections of her late husband and son. Unable to find a
Swedish buyer who could pay the asking price of 1000
guineas, Mrs. Linnaeus sold the collections in 1784 to a
young English student of medicine and natural history,
James Edward Smith. After Smith's death in 1829, the collections were transferred to The Linnean SOciety of London,
which had been founded by Smith and other naturalists in
London in 1788. The Linnaean correspondence, together
with the rest of Linnaeus's manuscripts, the herbarium, and
the greater part of his library, still remain in its custody.
Very little of Linnaeus's correspondence was published
during his lifetime. Linnaeus edited and published the letters
he received from his "apostles," Fredrik Hasselquist and Pehr
Lofting, in Iter Palestinum (1757) and Iter Hispanicum (1758). In
Epistolarum ab Eruditis Viris ad Alh. Hallerum scriptarum, parts
of his correspondence with Albrecht von Haller were
printed. 8James Edward Smith published a two-volume selection of the letters in 1821, A Selection of the Correspondence of

Linnaeus and Other Naturalists from the Original Manuscripts. 9
From the 1820s and onwards, parts of Linnaeus's correspondence were edited for publication, including the following:
the exchange with the American naturalist Alexander
Garden (1829); the letters Linnaeus sent to and received
from the Dutch naturalists Johannes and Nicolaus Laurentius
Burmannus (1830); the correspondence with the Austrian
botanist Nicolaus Jacquin (1841); Bernard and Antoine de
Jussieu's correspondence (1851); the lengthy correspondence
with Fran<;:ois Boissier de la Croix de Sauvages in
Montpellier (1860); and the correspondence with Johann
Georg Gmelin in St. Petersburg (1861).
Towards the end of the nineteenth century, interest in
Linnaeus increased. Almost every Swedish town named a
park and a street after the world-famous Swedish scientist. In
1885 the Swedish botanist Ewald A.hrling published the first
printed catalogue of the Linnaean correspondence-after he
had already taken the initiative to publish a selection of
Linnaeus's letters to Swedes in ·1878 to 1879. In the preface
A.hrling claimed, "that even in Sweden it had been commonly recognized that the correspondence of great men
demands special attention."l0 Yet it was not until the first
decade of the twentieth century that the idea of publishing

the complete correspondence emerged. In 1907, two hundred years after the birth of Linnaeus, the Swedish
Parliament announced that the Linnaean correspondence
would be published for the first time in its entirety. Within a
period of thirty-six years, about a fourth of the letters
appeared in Brev och skrivelser till och fran Carl von Linne.1 1
Publication ceased for various reasons, primarily a lack of
funds, after 1943.
Half a century later, a new initiative aimed at continuing
the publication of the Linnaean correspondence commenced. In 1994 the Swedish National Bank, through its
research foundation, pledged to support the project financially. A collaboration between the Swedish Linnaeus
Society, The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Uppsala
University and its library, The Linnean Society of London,
and Centre d'etude du dix-huitieme siecle de FerneyVoltaire will hopefully lead to the full realization of
Linnaeus's wish "to make public" all of his letters.
At this time, the goal is to produce an electronic publication of the correspondence on the Internet for an international audience. Plans are to publish the 5500 letters as
facsimiles before 2007, in time for the 300th anniversary of
Linnaeus's birth. Originally, the intention was to produce a
complete critical edition in commemoration of this event. 12
Since transcriptions of most of the letters were already made
early in the twentieth century, this goal seemed reasonable.
It has proven, however, to be exceedingly ambitious, primarily because more than forty percent of the letters are in
Latin, a language largely unfamiliar to the intended readers.
Although the earlier brief edition remains valid and reliable,
it is not, according to current linguistic expertise, in line with
accepted standards for editing Latin texts. For example,
abbreviations were not explained and missing punctuation
was not added. Early in the twentieth century, the editors of
Brev och skrivelser decided to simply transcribe the letters.
Such differences over time in the understanding of an
editor's tasks raise the question of how the conditions of a
certain historical era influence the presentation and publication of editions. In the eighteenth century, the editor generally had a liberal view of the concept of text. Corrections,
spelling, and capitalization were in many cases left to the
printer. Sentences were also sometimes omitted from the
printed version for various reasons. Linnaeus himself followed this method in his capacity as editor of the letters from
his "apostles." In Iter Hispanicum, Linnaeus published the letters from his favorite student Pehr LoDing, omitting sentences that could be understood as criticism of Spain and the
Spaniards, for instance, because he wanted his emissaries to
be viewed as scientific and neutral to controversial matters
like religion and politics.

Letter to Bernard de Jussieu (UUBMs G 152 491216,2)

Another example of changing fashions in the role of editor isJames Edward Smith's A Selection of the Correspondence of

Linnaeus and Other Naturalists from the Original Manuscripts,
which claimed to present a true version of the text except
that all correspondence was translated into English, leaVing
only the well-known letter from JeanJacques Rousseau in
French. 13 Yet the fact that Smith had many letters translated
from Latin has made his work useful for those interested in
Linnaeus's life and work but who lack the necessary proficiency in Latin to read the letters in the original.
The situation was similar for Ewald Ahrling who published the first part of what was intended to be an edition of
Linnaeus's works in Swedish in 1879. Carl von Linnes svenska
arbeten. Bref till svenskar contains the letters Linnaeus wrote to
Swedes. In the edition's preface, Ahrling discusses the selection of letters, admitting that even if some of the letters
appear less important than others, they could add to
Linnaeus's biography. He seems to expect the readers of the
edition of letters to be interested in science, i.e. mostly biological information. In some cases, Ahrling also corrected
spelling and punctuation, but he did not do so in a systematic fashion. U
Thore Magnus Fries, who wrote the first scholarly biography of Linnaeus, Linne. Lefnadsteckning, stood behind Brev
och skrivelser.l5 Fries and his assistants had an uncomplicated
attitude toward text editing. They transcribed text word by
word. The editors added commentaries of an historical and
biological nature, but they assumed that the readers had
studied Latin and were able to find their way in the text without editorial assistance or the need for a translation. As all
commentaries in Brev och skrivelser are in Swedish, the edition
as a whole has had a very limited audience, mostly confined
to scholars in the Scandinavian countries.
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Letter to the British naturalist Thomas Pennant
(UUBMs G 152 a Pennant 551223,1)

A modern scholarly text edition needs to satisfy many different demands. The presentation of the text requires a
scholarly apparatus, whereby mistakes of the correspondents
are marked systematically and where special attention is
given to capitalization, abbreviations, and other idiosyncrasies and conventions typical of particular authors and of
the eighteenth century. The main purpose, of course, is to
provide a better understanding of the text. Consequently,
scholarly Latinists or specialists in the Nordic or other languages are not prepared to ignore problems of a linguistic
nature without comment.
It is, however, the initiative of historians and biologists
that is behind the Linnaean Correspondence Project, which
had also been true for the Brev och skrivelser. It is upon the urging of such scholars that the project is putting much time and
effort into providing short summaries or abstracts of the letters in order to allow their pertinent content to reach a wide
audience. Letters that contain information about scientific
problems seem few. More common are letters with botanical
information of such complexity that even a taxonomist
would have difficulty in making the correct description and
classification. In those cases, easy access to the original text
is crucial and extremely valuable, but annotation is very dif-
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ficult and time-consuming even for trained botanists in close
collaboration with language specialists. For example,
Linnaeus often used indentation to indicate the hierarchy of
concepts, an organizing manner that is difficult to interpret
directly and must take into consideration a number of factors
before his intent can be ascertained, often an impossibility.
This kind of problem has proven to be exceedingly complicated and not only in terms of how to reproduce such categorization in the established text.
Given these problems, producing a complete scholarly
edition of the Linnaean correspondence would be very timeconsuming. Furthermore, it has already become clear that
even the most exacting approach will not satisfy the needs of
all scientists. Since the Riksbankens jubileumsfond (the
Research Fund of the Swedish National Bank) cannot guarantee support of the project after 2007, the project steering
committee and the editors have had to consider other ways
of presenting the letters. In order "to make public" the correspondence, as Linnaeus himself phrased and wished it, the
decision has been made to present the original document
instead of an established or edited text because the original
autograph of the letter will always remain the ultimate source
for researchers, irrespective of their special interest in history, biology, or Latin.
Therefore, a facsimile of the original text in combination
with a short summary in English, along with links to biographical and bibliographical databases, will be available to the
reader. Short historical introductions to a number of the letters between Linnaeus and his correspondents will also be
added to summarize their respective character. In a complementary fashion, letters included in previous editions are
included as are those texts already edited by the Linnean
Correspondence Project. In other words, the project has
changed its aim. It will not produce the "ultimate edition" of
Linnaean letters; instead, the intention is to initiate interactivity and scientific development by making use of the
Internet and World Wide Web. Any kind of future edition of
Linnaeus's correspondence, whether from a general perspective or with a more specialized linguistic, historical, or biological point of view, will have a solid foundation on which
to build.
The editorial staff of the Linnaean Correspondence project identified early on the need to deal with the difficulties of
providing bibliographical information correctly and in a uniform manner. The Linnaean letters are full of bibliographical
references that are difficult to handle even for highly trained
librarians. Linnaeus himself anticipated this problem and
had a bibliography, Bibliographia botanica (1736), published as
one of his first works. 16 Yet, already in the eighteenth century, pirated, unauthorized, and unreliable editions were

published that have created confusion regarding Unnaeus's
own bibliography.17 The situation is complicated further by
the fact that relatively little of Linnaeus's output is covered
by the major library databases. IS This situation has caused
problems for Linnaean research in general and especially for
the correspondence project. An international group of librarians and scholars has met regularly since 1999 to discuss and
develop a web-based resource that will include an international union catalogue of Linnaean materials, information on
Linnaean collections, a bibliography of Linnaean works, and
biographical information on Linnaeus and his circle.
This resource, which has been given the preliminary
name Linnaeus Link, will facilitate scientific, historical, cultural, and bibliographical scholarship by providing modern
research tools for the study of Linnaeus's scientific and other
works, including their bibliographical complexity and the
extensive and complex web of his influence on his contemporaries. As a first step, an inquiry has been sent to libraries,
archives, and research institutions in Europe, America,
Africa, Asia, and Australia to get bibliographical information
about Linnaeus's works and their distribution. During his
lifetime, Linnaeus published a substantial number of works.
More than 3700 items are recorded in the catalogue of his
writings, A Catalogue of the Works of Linnaeus Preserved in the
Libraries of the British Museum (Bloomsbury) and the British
Museum (Natural History), published by Basil Harrington
Soulsby. The Soulsby catalogue is now partially available on
the Linnaeus Link web site, hosted by the Natural History
Museum in London. The Linnaean Correspondence is published on http://c18.netlpr/lc/index.htm and the Linnaeus
Link project on http://www.nhm.ac.ukllibrary/linn/.

Conclusion
The eighteenth century saw a number of outstanding
Swedish scientists. Beside Linnaeus, there were Anders
Celsius, Carl Wilhelm Scheele, Torbern Bergman, and Jons
Jacob Berzelius, all scientists of international reputation
within their fields and with international connections.
Linnaeus was the first of them to understand the importance
of publicizing his own contribution to science to an international audience. His correspondence became an indispensable tool towards this goal. Through him and around him, a
learned conversation by mail emerged among scholars, amateurs, and enthusiasts, not unlike what we in our own time
would call a "network. "The existence of this correspondence
has been an essential source of knowledge since Unnaeus's
time. Through the correspondence and the diaries written by
his "apostles" and published by Linnaeus himself, an even
wider circle of people could read about Palestine, Arabia,
South America, South Africa, Ceylon, India, China, and

Japan. The existence of previously unknown plants and animals became common knowledge. After his death, the correspondence, his library, and his herbaria were sold to an
Englishman and ultimately transferred to The Linnean Society
ofLondon, one of the earliest societies for the study of biology.
Thus, naturalists and historians have used Linnaeus's scientific material and his correspondence since the eighteenth
century.
The publishing history of Linnaeus's correspondence
goes back to his own lifetime. A complete edition has however never been accomplished. A serious attempt to publish
all the letters was made during the first half of the twentieth
century in Brcv och Skrivelser till och fran Carl von Linne. It is
obvious that the over 2000 letters written in Latin have
always been a difficult issue for the editors, even if scholars
in general and earlier generations of learned readers were
more familiar with the Latin language than we are today. In
a comparably short time, the editors of Brcv och skrivelser published Swedish correspondents from A-L, Adler to Laxman.
The international correspondence, mainly in Latin, had not
yet been published when the project was stopped due to a
lack of funds.
The latest phase in the publishing history began in 1995.
At first, the aim was to continue and update what had been
done before. With only a small editorial staff of three persons, it soon became clear that new initiatives had to be
taken. By using digitized images of the archival material and
previously published editions, and by adding short summaries, brief biographies, and bibliographies, the current
editors have assisted others who may want to understand and
exploit the contents of the Linnaean correpondence or even
to edit its text. It is the goal of the project to come close to a
complete presentation of the Linnaean correspondence in
time for the three-hundred-year anniversary of his birth in
2007.
A complete printed edition in the traditional format
might well appear some day. Other kinds of editions might
also come, editions where the edited text and images of the
original manuscripts are connected to editions of Unnaeus's
printed works, to his herbaria, or to other relevant information. Such a project will best be achieved in the form of a web
production. Our project, The Linnaean Correspondence
Project, will prepare the way.

1. Elis Malmestrom and Arvid Hj. Uggla, eds., Vita Caroli
Linnaei (Stockholm: Almquist & Wiksell, 1957), 141.
2. Malmestrom and Uggla, eds., Vita, 130.
3. This episode is mentioned by Wilfrid Blunt in his biography
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of Linnaeus, The Compleat Naturalist. A Life ofLinnaeus (London:
Collins, 1971), 91.
4. Collinson's correspondence has recently been published.
Forget not Mee & My Garden ... " Selected Letters, 7725-7768 ofPeter
Collinson, F.R.S., edited and with an Introduction by Alan W.
Armstrong. Memoirs of the American Philosophical Society,
vol. 241 (Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2001).
5. Georges Louis Leclerc de Buffon, Histoire naturelle, generale et
particuliere (Paris: De l'Imprimerie Royale, 1749-1804).
6. Pascal Duris, in his work Linne et la France (Geneva: Librarie
Droz, 1993), gives a detailed picture of how the Linnean ideas
gradually became accepted.
7. Malmestrom and Uggla, eds., Vita, 130.
8. Albrecht von Haller, Epistolarum ab eruditis viris ad Alb.
Hallerum scriptarum (Bern: Sumptibus societatas typographica,
1773). Further bibliographical information is given in Basil
Harrington Soulsby, A Catalogue ofthe U0rks ofLinnaeus Preserved

in the Libraries of the British Museum (Bloomsbury) and the British
Museum (Natural History), 2nd ed. (London: B. H. Soulsby, 1933).
9. James Edward Smith, A Selection of the Correspondence of
Linnaeus and Other Naturalists from the Original Manuscripts, 2 vols.
(London, 1821).
10 E. Ahrling, Carl von Linnes brefvexling (Stockholm, 1885).
ll. Brev och skrivelser till och fran Carl von Linne (Stockholm:
Uppsala, 1907-1943).
12. See Tomas Anfalt, "En langdragen historia. Utgivningen av
Linne-korrespondensen fran 1700-talet till 2000-talet," Bok og
skjerm (Oslo, 2001).
13. Smith, A Selection of the Correspondence ofLinnaeus 2:552-53.
14. Ahrling modernizes Linnaeus's spelling to the current standards of the last decades of the nineteenth century. Words like
"beswara" in the original text become "besvara," "liller" is
"eller." On the other hand, he has accepted "nakot," which is an
old form for "naken." These examples are taken from the socalled mother-in-law letter from 1758. See Ahrling, Carl von
Linnes svenska arbeten. Bref till svenskar (Stockholm, 1879),
2:88-93.
15. Thore Magnus Fries, Linne. Lefnadsteckning (Stockholm,
1903).
16. Soulsby, 250-52.
17. Soulsby has clarified a number of these problems by indicating "pirated edition," for example.
18. The Swedish national library database LIBRIS in August
2002 contained 775 works by Linnaeus, COPAC in Great
Britain-792, Library of Congress-586. Soulsby in 1933 annotated 3773 bibliographical entries. Mter 1933 much more has
been published. Not all of Soulsby's entries refer to works attributed to Linnaeus or those written by Linnaeus, but the figure
gives an idea of the situation.
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ADE Session at MLA
The Modern Language Association will meet in New
York, 27-30 December 2002. This year's ADE panel at
the MLA meeting will be held from 3:30 to 4:45 on
Saturday, 28 December, in the Concourse B room of
the Hilton. The topic is "Standards in the Documentary
Editing Community"; the chair is Ezra Greenspan
(University of South Carolina). The panelists and their
topics are Cathy Moran Hajo (New York University),
"Standards for Primary Documents on the Web"; David
R. Chesnutt (University of South Carolina),
"Implementing Standards for Primary Documents";
and Elizabeth H. Dow, "Integrating the Standards for
Primary Documents." You must be an MLA member to
attend the convention.
The 2003 MLA convention will be held 27-30
December in San Diego. Any ADE member who wishes
to propose a panel should write Joel Myerson
(Department of English, University of South Carolina,
Columbia, SC 29208; myersonj@gwm.sc.edu) before
15 January 2003 with a proposal.

Special Opportunity for ADE Members
Johns Hopkins University Press and AltaMira Press are offering a 20% discount on books of interest to our members.
Those wishing to purchase Mary:Jo Kline's Guide to
Documentary Editing from Johns Hopkins Press at a cost of
$22.36 plus shipping charges at $5 should call 800-537-5487
(or web site jhupbooks.com) and use the code PMA when
placing their orders.
Those wishing to purchase either Michael Stevens's Editing
Historical Documents for $19.96 or Beth Luey's Editing
Documents and Texts for $15.96 from AltaMira Press should call
800-462-6420 (or web site altamirapress.com) and use the
code BF1ADED when placing their orders. U.S. shipping
charges are $4 for the first book and $1 for each book thereafter.

Limber Jim of Andersonville
A Note on Annotation
Robert Scott Davis

}l

nnotation enhances the value of documentary ediformer prisoners wrote of how Jim would stand on a box or
a barrel to draw a crowd with his jokes, stories, and songs;
tions, which is in part why early publications withand of how he became rich from the sale of his fermented
out such notes frequently confused readers,
com mush as a cure for Andersonville's often fatal malady of
especially those with limited background knowledge. In
scurvy and from the gambling which took place in his large
modem documentary editions annotations provide importent. Jim received the makings for his
tant historical references, which means
"root beer" because of his cooperation
that misidentifications, especially when
with camp officials and guards. He also
copied repeatedly, can have lasting negaassembled an entourage whom he armed
tive impact.
with clubs and knives, and he hired two
Annotations often require seeking
large men as his personal body guards. J.
credible information on the obscure and
S. Maltman, for example, remembered
elusive. Providing a Single correct identifihim as "absolute monarch of the entire
cation can require much effort. With limpen."2
ited time and staff, editors face difficult
Limber Jim merits attention because of
decisions in how much energy to spend in
his connection to Andersonville. This
such instances. As with all aspects of doc, prison became the modem world's first
umentary editing, identifying individuals,
concentration camp and was the largest
events, or places must relate proportionfor several generations. For more than a
ately to their respective importance in the
century, the causes of the suffering of the
text. Consequently, considerable effort
. federal prisoners at Andersonville have
may be expended to provide information
been vehemently debated by defenders
on a single obscure fact because of its sigVincent Ferguson Stevens
as well as critics of the Confederacy and
nificance in the document while other less
Courtesy of Randy Stevens
also by the prisoners themselves. There is
important items receive less attention.
little dispute, however, about the results of internment in
Editors must also make other tough decisions. Some docuAndersonville. Of the 40,000 men who entered through the
mentary projects require little annotation while others need
prison gates between February 1864 and May 1865, onemuch explanation. Additional questions arise from conthird are buried in what is now Andersonville National
straints other than editorial concerns such as space limitaCemetery, victims of starvation, sickness, exposure, and brotions set by the press. l
ken spirits. One veteran claimed that only 800 to 900 former
Providing historical reference to "Limber Jim" illustrates
prisoners were still living in 1890, which is another indicathose annotation problems. He appeared as a major charaction of the horrendous conditions at Andersonville.
ter in dozens of books and unpublished memoirs relating to
Limber Jim's role in Andersonville's history deserves a
Camp Sumter, the infamous Civil War prison known popunote of explanation, if only because his story has appeared in
larly as Andersonville, in Sumter County, Georgia. Typically,
all formal histories of Andersonville and also in the recent
movie about the infamous prison. 3 When gangs of prisoners
Robert Scott Davis directs the Family & Regional
robbed other starving inmates, Jim helped to end such banHistory Program, Wallace State College, Hanceville, Alabama.
ditry. On 11 July 1864 he personally hanged a leader of the
His most recent book is Requiem for a Lost City: Sallie Clayton's
raiders
who had once robbed him, literally, while he had his
Memoirs of Civil U0r Atlanta published by Mercer University
pants
down.
This heroic version of his story is in contrast to
Press. He is also an alumnus of the National Archives' sympothat, as prisoners of war, the men of
accusations
sium on documentary editing.
Andersonville were stragglers, cowards, or, at the least,
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something less than soldiers. Yet Jim's story became part of
an unsuccessful national campaign to help former prisoners
win veterans benefits as POWs:!- For others, he came to symbolize how civilized men thrust into a savage environment
can impose rules of law and justice. s
Finding Limber Jim
Why then does Jim's identification present a problem?
For reasons not currently understood, he successfully hid his
identity during a "golden age" of aliases. The term "confidence man" first came into use in 1849, when it referred to
dishonest persons who used the nation's expanded transportation network to commit fraud under invented identities.
Widely available cheap fiction became manuals for those
members of an increasingly literate public who wanted new
lives for themselves. Persons assumed middle names and initials or took altogether new names to change their identity.
(Laws against such practices did not exist.) So many people
aimed at a "multiplicity of individual personalities" that it
affected public faith in middle-class respectability.6 The
expansion of the R. G. Dun and John M. Bradstreet companies into nationwide networks for credit reporting in the late
1840s, the founding of Allan Pinkerton's national security
agency, and the expanded use of city directories all reflected
growing problems that occurred because people moved
around and changed their names?
The war of 1861-1865 further complicated this already
confusing situation. Almost five million men under arms created huge mobile communities that provided soldiers with
work, pay, sustenance, and anonymity. Recruiting officers
acted in ignorance and with indifference when it came to the
past of particular individuals. The war could hide men, and
even women disguised as men. s
Without knowing Limber Jim's identity, we also cannot
find out why he kept his past a secret. There are several possible explanations. Hiding one's true identity may have been
a common practice in Andersonville. Jack Lundquist has
compiled information on almost all of the known inmates at
Andersonville. He has identified 631 names of men in the
camp's cemetery for whom no official service record exists in
their respective recorded units. Lundquist also has 1,205
names of men reported as having been buried in the cemetery but for whom no grave has been found. Subtracting the
533 graves marked unknown from that latter number leaves
673 men, almost equal to the previously mentioned number
of graves of soldiers not found to have any service record.
These statistics imply that almost 700 men with false identities rest among the 13,000 graves at Andersonville.
We know some of the reasons for the inmates' assuming
new identities. Felix DeLabaume, for example, hid his past as

70

Documentary Editing 24(3)

September 2002

Andersonville from Ambrose Spencer's 1866 book, A Narrative of
Andersonville; Spencer testified to having been a concerned, northernborn citizen living nearby, so that he may have actually seen
Andersonville as a guard

deserter Ben Dykes. Similarly, Soren Peterson knew a fellow
Dane called "Sandy," a prisoner sutler like Limber Jim.
Sandy had enlisted and deserted from the federal army twice
before in order to collect repeated enlistment bounties. 9 Jim
Mallory regularly escaped to federal lines, only eventually to
fmd himself back at Andersonville each time. James R.
Compton thought that Mallory was some sort of a spy. No
prison record of Mallory exists. Civilian John H. Morris of
Herkimer County, New York, also does not appear in the
records although Confederate Captain Henry Wirz mentioned him in a letter. He may have been missed deliberately
as he profitably collaborated with the rebels by buying securities from prisoners at low prices paid in Confederate
money. Limber Jim may have also been a rebel collaborator.1 o
Many men at Andersonville used nicknames so that their
real names were often not remembered, if ever generally
known. Prisoner John "Bugler" Ransom wrote that 'john
Smith" and "numerous" of his family lived in Andersonville.
Ransom knew Minnesota, Big Charlie, Little Jim, Marine
Jack, Indiana Feller, Mopey, Skinny, Smarty, Dad, and Doc.
Seemingly all ethnic white men not of German descent were
known as "Frenchy."ll Even visitors to the prison used
aliases. "LimberJim" served as a common sobriquet for acrobats, freaks, and long-limbed men in the nineteenth century.
Limber could also refer to the holes cut in a ship's deck for
drainage of the pumps or to a wagon limber maker.
Andersonville alumnus Melvin Grigsby remembered Jim as
involved with a circus. 12
Few original, contemporary records from Andersonville
survive and those that do exist include no mention of Limber
Jim nor any clues to his identity. Even the incomplete prisoner lists prove of little help in providing some identification
since none of them contains aliases or nicknames.

Picking Out the Real Limber Jim
Despite the lack of records, the diligent researcher faces
no shortage of identification claims for Limber Jim. Many
survivors of Andersonville boasted of having known the legendary executioner. Veterans making this claim increased
their self-importance and the credibility of their postwar
memoirs.
However, the various accounts conflict so much as to
offer no credible single account of the man nicknamed
Limber Jim. For example, one veteran wrote of him as a
gigantic Pennsylvanian, while Charlie Mosher called him a
Kentuckian.I3 The major accounts of the "monarch" of
Andersonville are summed up as follows:
1) Prisoner Michael Regan gave a less than heroic account of
Limber Jim, whom he recalled knowing at Cahaba prison in
Alabama. According to Regan, this mystery man had been
captured as a civilian sutler. At Cahaba he informed on at
least two escape attempts. His fellow inmates beat him nearly
to death. Jim later volunteered to execute the raiders in
exchange for release from Andersonville. Regan, who successfully escaped from Cahaba, later met Limber Jim in
Cheyenne, Wyoming, where he claimed that the latter died
in June 1867 from a gunshot incurred at a gambling table. J-j.
James H. Buckley remembered civilian and former ninetyday lieutenant Thomas]. Goodman as the famous executioner of the raiders. The only reference to Goodman in the
prison's surviving records describe him as having been
released on 1 April 1865. 15 Charles Ferren Hopkins wrote
that "SlimJim" led a gang of thieves before being mugged by
a group of his raider colleagues. Hopkins claimed that Jim
then joined the opposition to the raiders only to keep from
being punished himself.16
Unfortunately, Regan's claims present problems. He did
not spend time at Andersonville; moreover, Cheyenne did
not exist until September 1867. He may have confused
Limber Jim with another of the Andersonville hangmen.
2) Curtis H. Terry remembered LimberJim asJack Williams,
a member of his own Company H of the Twenty-seventh
Massachusetts before Williams became the chief gunner on
the Commodore Perry. Terry met him again as Limber Jim in
Andersonville. That account would explain another soldier
recalling Limber Jim wearing a sailor's uniform and John L.
Hoster describing him as combining an artilleryman'S uniform with a sailor's hat. 17 Unfortunately, no service record of
any such Williams has been found.
3) One survivor of Andersonville stated, and another
implied, that Limber Jim was Leroy L. Key, a leader in
organizing the suppression of the raiders. Key was a
Mississippi-born member of an old Georgia family.18 The

guards at Andersonville were hard on Southerners caught in
the federal army. Some of the prisoners gave men like Key
new identities in northern units as a means of protection. 19
However, Leroy Key, in his own writings, made no claim
to being the legendary executioner. John McElroy, Lessel
Long, and other prisoners remembered him and Limber Jim .
as different men. McElroy, the prison's postwar historian,
should have known the facts as he served with Key in the
Sixteenth Illinois Cavalry and also as an inmate at
Andersonville.
4) Of LimberJim, the above-mentioned John McElroy wrote
that he had been a member of the Sixty-seventh Illinois
Infantry and fellow POW James Madison Page identified
LimberJim as 'James Laughlin."20 AJames McLaughlin did
serve in that unit before enlisting in the First Illinois Light
Artillery.John L. Hoster's memory of LimberJim as wearing
an artilleryman's uniform supports that claim. (However,
inmates at Andersonville stripped the dead for clothes.) The
nickname Limber Jim might have come from the limber on
an artillery piece.
James McLaughlin, however, did not fall into rebel captivity until 27 November 1864, long after the raider executions. He almost certainly never saw Andersonville. 21
Limber Jim might have known McLaughlin and assumed his
identity, perhaps only to obtain another ration by answering
the roll twice. Herman]. Peters used this ruse as "John Kate"
and knew other prisoners who used the same tactic. 22
5) One man, however, eventually did come forward as
Limber Jim. In 1889, Henry Harrison Rood published a history of his Company A of the Thirteenth Iowa Infantry
Regiment and, eight years later, prepared a paper on this
same subject. In both publications he included a biography
of Vincent Ferguson "LimberJim" Stevens of Andersonville.
As several members of the company were veterans of the
prison, Rood had the opportunity for being corrected. In
1897, Stevens himself gave a talk about his experiences as
Limber Jim. He explained how he had obtained his nickname because of his acrobatics and how he had helped suppress the raiders.23
However, even this identification of Vincent Ferguson
"Limber Jim" Stevens does not exclude the possibility of
misidentification. Other individuals of the era identified
themselves as Davy Crocket, Billy the Kid, Jesse James, and
Butch CasSidy, and even claimed to live under aliases after
surviving widely reported deaths. Stevens could also have
falsely claimed the mantel of a legend, especially since eulogists of former prisoners Pete McCullough, E. W Nichols,
and Abel Wadsworth Payne Similarly credited each of these
men with the role of executioner of the Andersonville
raiders.2-!
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If Stevens' claims are false, he assumed the odd position
of being the hustler whom Rood remembered but who himself publicly assumed the identity of another con man in
order to conceal his real self. If Stevens was Limber Jim, he
successfully hid his real name, making use of the confusion
created by crediting various other men as the Andersonville
hangman.
6) To complicate matters, it is also probable that ethnicsounding physical descriptions point to a mixed racial origin
of the man in question and suggest the possibility that
"Limber Jim" was his true given name because the obsolete
word "limmer" meant mongrel. According to Dr. Karen S.
Walker, the confusion over LimberJim's identity could come
from his existence in a marginal part of society, beyond the
experience of the prisoners trying to describe him.

Annotation for Limber Jim
The above summation takes the issue of Limber Jim's
identity further than ever before and far beyond efforts usually made for one annotation. No publication of an
Andersonville manuscript that made mention of Limber Jim
would include all of the available data because that would be
to ignore S. P. Zitner's warning to consider only questions
"immediately relevant to an understanding of the text."25 An
editor has to weigh all of the previously listed possible
descriptions and decide whether to include a reference at all
or whether to include into the note only the most generally
accepted facts about Limber Jim with the proviso that "pOSitive identity remains uncertain." Taking Zitner's warning to
heart, all that we credibly know about Limber Jim is part of
the general history of Andersonville and hence appropriate
for annotation purposes in documentary editing. Whoever
else he may have been or whatever else he may have done
belongs elsewhere.

John McElroy published this picture of his friend and comrade
Leroy L. Key in his work,
Andersonville: A Story of Rebel
Military Prisons (Toledo: D. R.
Locke, 1879)
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The author wishes to acknowledge the help provided by
Richard Sauers.
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Former prisoner Thomas O'Dea included this sketch of the hanging of the raider leaders in his print, Andersonville Prison (1887)

Limber Jim appears in the bottom right hand comer, selling his
tonic, in this print by Thomas O'Dea, Andersonville Prison (1887)
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REVIEW

Selling the Civil War in Art and Memoir
John David Smith

Private Robert Knox Sneden, Eye of the Storm: A Civil War
Odyssey, ed. Charles F. Bryan, Jr., and Nelson D. Lankford.
New York: The Free Press, 2000. 329 pp., illus. $37.50
(cloth), ISBN 0-684-86365-0.

I1"'l espite the economic twists and turns of scholarly

V

publishing, presses can bank on selling Civil War
documentary editions. Like books on sex and the
Nazis, Civil War titles satisfy a seemingly insatiable appetite
of readers both at home and abroad. This
is especially true for handsomely illustrated memoirs like Eye ofthe Storm: A Civil
War Odyssey, edited by Charles F. Bryan,
Jr., and Nelson D. Lankford of the Virginia
Historical Society. Eye ofthe Storm is an edition of watercolor images drawn by and
the Civil War memoir of Robert Knox i} I.~I.~
Sneden (1832-1918). Heretofore an • • •
anonymous figure, Sneden was an analytical, articulate, opinionated, and perceptive
Union soldier and an extremely talented
artist.
Eye of the Storm has received significant
attention from the national media and no
doubt the book graces the coffee tables of
regiments of Civil War buffs. A few years
ago, New York publishers tripped over
themselves in a bidding war over the manuscript. It reportedly fetched a cash
advance of $355,000, a remarkable publishing event for a
historical society that usually pays to have its historical works
published. Sneden's colored sketches illustrate the author's

John David Smith

is Graduate Alumni Distinguished
Professor of History and director of the M.A. in Public History
Program at North Carolina State University. His many books
include the eleven-volume documentary Anti-Black Thought,
7860-7925: "The Negro Problem" (1993), which received The
Gustavus Myers Center Award for the Study of Human Rights
in North America, and Black Soldiers in Blue: African American
Troops in the Civill#zr Era (2002).
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narrative and by themselves are worth the price of the book.
Vivid and minutely-detailed, the plates are softened by warm
hues, simple arrangements, and a flattened perspective.
Sneden's art brings to mind David Greenspan's exquisite
battlefield drawings in The American Heritage Picture History of
the Civil War (1960). According to Bryan and Lankford, their
edition constitutes "one of the most important Civil War documents ever produced." They extol the "incredible detail"
that renders Eye of the Storm "perhaps the most complete
description of Civil War battlefield experience and prison life
ever written" (p. ix).
Notwithstanding the editors'
exaggerated sense of the importance and Originality of their
text, Civil War buffs and serious
historians will find Eye of the
., ii.::iii.:. Storm rife with insightful firsthand military and social observations. In his memoir, Sneden
described the day-to-day life of
ordinary Yankee soldiers with
precision and restraint. He wrote
about such mundane matters as
alcohol consumption, card playing, exploding shells, flies, hard
and soft tack, land mines, miliBook Cover
tary balloons, music, railroad
guns, snuff, and quinine. Sneden
described such diverse individuals as barbers, bushwhackers,
drummers, officers, surgeons, sailor prisoners, sutlers, telegraph operators, and teamsters. Seemingly apolitical, he
made few direct references to destroying slavery or to maintaining the Union. Sneden reserved his strongest language
for the jailors who guarded him and thousands of fellow
Union prisoners of war at several Confederate prisons.
Eye of the Storm consists of eighty-three illustrations and
192 chronologically arranged "diary/memoir" entries covering the period 29 September 1861 to 26 December 1864. In
their preface, Bryan and Lankford explain the murky provenance of Sneden's approximately 800 Civil War-era watercolor drawings, maps, and pen-and-ink sketches and his

mammoth five-volume illustrated "diary/memoir," acquired
recently by the Virginia Historical Society. Like many other
Civil War soldier-artists, during the war Sneden made primitive pencil or pen sketches and later refined and colored the
images with hopes of publishing them. Sneden also kept a
series of diaries, including a secret shorthand journal during
his incarceration at Andersonville prison, again with the
intent of publishing the texts after the war. Eye of the Storm
includes roughly one-tenth of Sneden's watercolors and less
than one-third of his holograph "diary/memoir."
Before his capture and imprisonment, Sneden periodically mailed his sketches and diary entries back home. While
in prison he protected the drawings and diaries by sewing
them into his clothing and stashing them in his shoes. "Paper
was very scarce with us at all times," he noted soon after his
capture. "I had marked and written allover every scrap
which I possessed, and was lucky to get a small though thick
memorandum book from a newcomer with only a few pages
written on in pencil. 1bis I cleaned off with corn bread
crumbs and made new entries of my diary from the scraps. I
made in it plans of Rebel forts, etc., which I had passed, and
most of the writing was in short hand, which no Rebel could
ever decipher. I used an alphabet of numbers also which was
intelligible only to myself' (pp. 170-71).
Though Sneden never published his diary or the corpus
of his sketches, illustrations based on his drawings appeared
after the war in Frank Leslie's Illustrated Magazine, Century
Magazine, and Battles and Leaders of the Civil ffilr (1887-1888).
According to Bryan and Lankford, Sneden's sketches chronicled his Civil War travails and travels "as though he had a
video recorder and kept it running throughout the war" (p.
ix). Because his original diaries have not survived, the editors
were forced to excerpt and annotate from Sneden's postwar
memoir, which they assumed to be based closely on his
wartime texts. They realized that to enhance the attractiveness of his memoir to potential publishers, Sneden no doubt
added details from published sources following Appomattox.
Bryan and Lankford have carefully excised this material
from their edition.
Unfortunately, Eye of the Storm is seriously under documented. The editors provide only a handful of annotations to
explicate or expand upon Sneden's text. Most identify individuals, clarify points, or correct minor errors of fact or
chronology Sneden committed as he edited and expanded
his diaries for possible publication in the postwar decades.
Regrettably, none of the annotations contain bibliographical
references. Perhaps the sparse documentation stems from the
editors' hope to market their book to a broad, non-scholarly
audience. All readers though would welcome a list of the
book's many illustrations, an amenity that the editors omit

from their front matter. On a positive note, Bryan and
Lankford provide an editorial statement explaining their
decision to modernize Sneden's text that is both a model for
its rationale and for its clarity. Editorial statements belong
near the front of an edition, however, not following the bibliography as Bryan and Lankford position theirs.
In their undocumented prologue and epilogue and in
their note on sources, Bryan and Lankford admit having
unearthed pitifully little biographical information on the
Canadian-born Sneden, a self-described "'Blue-nose' from
Nova Scotia" (p. 266). Most of what the editors know about
him in fact comes from Sneden's Civil War narrative and
from his pension and military service records at the National
Archives. Sneden's life was "shrouded in mystery," Bryan
and Lankford explain, but they assert nevertheless that "the
Civil War was the most important event of his life, and
details of those years were burned in his memory" (pp. xi,
ix). They apparently base this supposition on the fact that
Sneden spent decades expanding and revising his diaries
into a memoir.
Years before, in 1850, Sneden and his parents had moved
from Canada to New York City where he worked as an architect and engineer and painted Hudson River landscapes.
According to the editors, who fail to contextualize or place
Sneden's artwork within a genre or aesthetic group, his early
paintings "reflect more the hand of an architectural draftsman than a formally schooled artist" (p. xi). Following the
surrender of Fort Sumter to the Confederates, Sneden joined
the 40th New York (dubbed the "Mozart Regiment" to honor
New York City's Mozart Hall Democratic party faction).
Though enlisted as a private in Company E, Sneden, who
apparently had influential friends, was assigned at first to the
quartermaster's department at both the regimental and
brigade levels. This relatively privileged appointment provided Sneden, who possessed a "curious eye for his environment," freedom to record his detailed observations of men,
measures, places, and events in diaries and sketches (p. 1).
After Sneden joined the 40th New York in northern
Virginia, commanders of the Army of the Potomac noted his
artistic talents and put him to work surveying and making
detailed military drawings, maps, and plans. Though a private, he spent the first two years of the war labOring as a topographical engineer for the Third Army Corps, enjoying
many of the perquisites of a commissioned staff officer at
headquarters. As a mapmaker for his corps commander,
Sneden also had an unusual vantage point from which to
observe-with sketchbook in hand-numerous engagements,
including the Peninsula campaign, the Seven Days' battles,
and the Second Bull Run.
In November 1863, while mapping terrain near Brandy
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Station, Virginia, Sneden's good fortune ended. COnfederate
partisan rangers dressed in Federal unifonns under the command of ColonelJohn Singleton Mosby captured him. When
he refused to divulge infonnation, one of Mosby's men pistol-whipped Sneden. The Rebels next incarcerated Sneden
at Richmond's Crew and Pemberton tobacco factory. On
Christmas Day 1863 he recorded in his diary the harsh circumstances the northern captives experienced. "Many prisoners are now in rags, and have to lie on the bare floor
shivering with cold all night, unable to sleep at all .... We
have yet five or six cases of small pox among us. These poor
fellows ... walk up and down, ragged, shoeless and crawling
with vermin!" (p. 175). Sneden contracted typhoid fever and
almost died.
Circumstances improved little for Sneden in February
1864 when the Confederates transferred him from
Richmond to their new stockade at Andersonville, Georgia.
Bryan and Lankford explain that life at Andersonville
quickly "descended into a Hobbesian cesspit of brutality
against the weakest" (p. 228). Sneden's detailed descriptions
of the horrendous conditions at Andersonville-callous treatment by guards, teeming disease, insufficient rations, severe
overcrowding, and countless deaths-support the editors'
assertion that Eye of the Storm provides invaluable documentation on the woeful conditions in Confederate prisons.
Describing, for example, the vennin that populated
Andersonville, Sneden wrote: "The flies are now here in
millions. Everything is covered with them, dense swarms like
a cloud settle on the pile of dead which are daily seen near
the gates. The ground in the thickest part settled in the camp
is alive and moves with maggots or lice! The filthy swamp
undulates like small waves with them, while the insufferable
stench nearly takes away one's breath!" (pp. 229-30). In a
later entry, Sneden remarked: "The mosquitoes came down
on us again tonight ... only more of them, and no rest was
had by thousands who were about until daylight fighting
them off. I noticed that they did not alight on the sick and
dying men who lay around" (p. 255).
Though generally unsympathetic to Mrican-Americans,
Sneden acknowledged that slaves perfonned "all the hardest
work of course" at Andersonville. "They often get lashed by
their masters or overseers," he wrote, "as we can hear their
cries of pain plainly over at the log house village at
Andersonville on still nights." Sneden went on to explain
that, "When the Rebels capture a Negro soldier, if he is
already wounded they either shoot him instantly [or] if not
badly wounded they capture him so that he may work for
them when he recovers. All the others have to work, on fortifications, felling trees, making roads, etc .... " (p. 213).
Men of the 8th U.S. Colored Troops, captured at the 20
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February 1864 battle of Olustee, Florida, suffered conspicuously at the hands of the Rebels. "Nearly all are minus an
arm or leg," Sneden wrote, "and their wounds are yet
unhealed. Many of them are gangrened and they will all
surely die. They keep by themselves and are very quiet. The
Rebels have removed every vestige of any unifonn they once
wore, and they have nothing on but old cast off jean trousers
and cotton shorts. All are bareheaded, barefooted, and as
thin as skeletons. Those captured who were able to work are
kept at work outside by the Rebels, felling trees, making
roads, etc. etc. The white officers who were captured with
them have been all put in the dungeons of Libby and Castle
Thunder at Richmond, and are made to eat and sleep with
Negroes ... " (p. 225).
In September 1864 Confederates moved Sneden and
other Union prisoners of war to less crowded and more sanitary prison pens in Savannah and Millen, Georgia. Two
months later, Sneden accepted parole and contracted to
serve as a clerk for a Confederate surgeon. Suddenly the dayto-day conditions of Sneden's life improved dramatically. In
December 1864 after he finally was exchanged for a
Confederate prisoner of war, Sneden made his way north to
Brooklyn to join his family, he explained, "who had long
given me up for dead" (p. 298). Sneden arrived home the
day after Christmas.
Though Sneden never lived to see his Civil War art and
memoir published, he once remarked that "I leave no posterity, but a good WAR RECORD" (p. 306). In Eye of the
Storm, Bryan and Lankford have ensured that Sneden's
"good war record" will be viewed and read profitably by a
large and appreciative audience.

REVIEW

An Absorbing Travel Account
Lance Schachterle

Like a Sponge Thrown into Water: Francis Lieber's European Travel
journal of 7844-7845. A Lively Tour Through Eng!o,nd, France,
Belgium, Holland, Germany, Austria, and Bohemia with
Observations on Politics, the VISual and Performing Arts, Economics,
Religion, Penology, Technology, History, Literature, Social Customs,
Travel, Geography, jurisprudence, Linguistics, Personalities, and
Numerous Other Matters by One of the Nineteenth-Century's Most
Influential Minds. Transcribed from the Autograph Manuscript
Preserved in the Collections of the South Carolina Library at the
University of South Carolina. Edited with an introduction and
commentary by Charles R. Mack and Ilona S. Mack.
Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2002.
xxviii+193pp. $18.95 (cloth), ISBN 1-57003-447-8.

(]I A otivated by his .interest in Franci~ Li~ber's impor-

J YL tance in the hIstOry of the Umversity of South
Carolina, as well as Lieber's reflections on
European works of art, Charles R. Mack, professor of Art
History at South Carolina, with his wife Ilona S. Mack, has
edited from manuscript the journal Lieber kept for much of
his European "sabbatical" of 1844-45. The extended title
provided by the editors advances their views of the significance of Lieber's journal and implies a potential readership
for their text. Indeed, the editorial claim that Lieber was "one
of the nineteenth-century's most influential minds" is bold.
More realistic is their fear expressed in the first paragraph of
the Preface (xiii) that, "with the passing of the years, memory
of his many accomplishments (and their lasting impact) has
begun to fade." (A brief and wholly unscientific poll of several colleagues in relevant fields disclosed no recognition of
his name; only one of his books, On Civil Liberty and Self
Governmentfrom 1853, is still available through a special-order
service.)
Francis Lieber was, nonetheless, an active scholar important in several disciplines in mid-nineteenth-century
America. According to the Encyclopedia Americana, of which

Lance Schachterle

is editor-in-chief of the Writings of
James Fenimore Cooper (www.wjfc.org). He has coedited
Cooper's The Pioneers (1980), The Deers!o,yer (1984), and The Spy
(2002), and has published critical and historical studies on
Dickens and Pynchon, as well as on Cooper. He is professor of
English and assistant provost at Worcester Polytechnic
Institute.

he was founding editor in 1829, Lieber's publications on
political theory and practice, on Civil War military law and
code, and especially on penology, were influential in their
day. The Macks cite ten common words or phrases Lieber
claimed to have introduced into American usage (xxiv); of
these, the online OED cites him as the first recorded source
only of "penology."
Born in Berlin in 1798 or 1800 (scholars differ), Lieber
enjoyed a vigorous and romantic youth, fighting against
Napoleon at Waterloo and later (like Byron) for Greek independence. Yet, he also achieved a doctorate in mathematics
at Jena and served as tutor in several distinguished German
families (marrying Matilda Oppenheimer, the daughter of
one employer, a match that seems to have worked out well).
Lieber's liberal political activism led to imprisonment in his
native Berlin, followed by emigration to London in 1826 and
then to Boston the following year. Various attempts to find
employment in the North suited to his broad academic
achievements and his growing family all failed, and in 1835
he accepted the post of professor of history and political economics at the newly founded South Carolina College (which
became the University of South Carolina in 1906).
In 1844, Lieber seized the opportunity to return to
Europe, eager, as he later wrote a friend, to absorb European
sights and ideas "like a sponge thrown into water." Leaving
Matilda and the children with her family in Hamburg, he
traveled around northern Europe, visiting and memorializing galleries and prisons (the two loci of cultural interest to so
many nineteenth-century travelers). His substantial production of monographs-Legal and Political Hermeneutics (1837), A
Popu!o,r Essay on Subjects of Penal Law (1838), Manual of
Political Ethics (1839), and Essays on Property and Labour
(1841)-assured him of recognition and acceptance among
Europe's leading intellectuals. Interviews with Alexander
von Humboldt and Prussian king Friedrich Wilhelm IV are
given in detail (with Lieber recording the conversations in
German); other more casual contacts with European intellectuals often include recorded exchanges of views on politics or penology.
For the most part, however, Lieber's journal entries are
records of "on-the-spot" observations, with no larger intentions. Lieber apparently never reworked the entries into a
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larger critical and analytical essay, unlike other Americans
such as James Fenimore Cooper, who visited many of the
same European states a decade earlier than Lieber and
whose own letters and journals yielded five volumes of sharp
observations about the differences between American and
European polities. Like a Sponge comprises journal entries
from 6 March 1844, as Lieber prepares to leave Columbia,
South Carolina (a singularly elliptical set of observations
about people not identified in the usually excellent annotations), to an abrupt terminal entry in London, dated 16
January 1845. Cultural and political historians will find occasional entries of interest such as first-hand observations about
local facts or opinions. For example: 9 March 1844-most of
Webster's work on the Webster-Ashburton Treaty was done
by Webster's chief clerk, since Webster "drinks very badly";
21 April 1844-"Much fear entertained that Queen [Victoria]
will one day become deranged; she is melancholy, figidty
[sic], no fine character"; 20 June 1844-a summary of the
unusual process for entertaining amendments in the Dutch
States General; 24 June 1844-a lengthy description of the
engineering of the draining of the Haarlemer Meer.
Much, however, of Lieber's diary is more prosaic: the
minuting of travel conditions, expenses, and hospitality.
Lieber's two great interests-art and penology-will provide
valuable entries for scholars of nineteenth-century intellectual history in terms of which pictures Lieber singled out for
special praise. And, like Dickens, when traveling, Lieber
sought out prisons to examine, often measuring them against
the Philadelphia system of solitary confinement aimed at
effecting spiritual renewal (a system then, as now, debated
for its tendency to induce madness after excessive isolation.)
The "Thematic References by Entry Date" proVided by the
editors helpfully directs readers interested in Lieber's recurring concerns to the appropriate entries. Works of art, penology, and social customs occupy the most space. (Under the
last heading, Lieber often notes the prevalence of "public
women," indicating on 21 June, for instance, his surprise that
prostitutes in the Low Countries displayed themselves in
windows along thoroughfares.) Lieber's advocacy of removing public executions from public view may be one of his
most important contributions to the nineteenth century. He
argued his case to the liberal-minded Friedrich Wilhelm, and
believed his views on the blood-sport licentiousness of public spectacle executions may have made a difference in future
policy.
The editors' general introduction, "Francis Lieber and
His Journal," provides a good point of entry for the nonspecialist reader, who (like this reviewer) may not have been
aware of the range of Lieber's achievements. Clearly, as the
introduction shows, putting Lieber's journal into print was as
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much an appropriate act of institutional piety celebrating the
200th anniversary of the founding of the University of South
Carolina, as answering the needs of general scholars for
widespread access to a journal that had remained with the
university after Lieber moved from Columbia, South
Carolina, to Columbia College in New York in 1856.
(Lieber's political and religious views, especially his reasoned
opposition to Nullification and slavery, made him uncomfortable in the South; tragically, one of his sons remained
there and died in the Civil War, in which his two other sons
participated on the Union side.)
The scholarly apparatus of Like a Sponge is full and complete. In addition to the introduction, a statement on
"Illustrations" records and locates existing known visual
images of Francis Lieber. More important, a "Commentary
by Entry Dates" comprises roughly a third of the volume and
provides detailed information for most (not all) of the diary
entries. People and places are identified, and, most helpfully,
extracts from contemporary travel books published by John
Murray often illuminate the context for what Lieber saw. It is
of special interest to contrast Murray's descriptions and evaluations of artworks with Lieber's.
No principle for offering annotation is given, however.
While some entries enjoy full coverage, others are curiously
bereft of the usually helpful editorial contextualization. For
example, in the first week of August 1844, Lieber is with siblings near Berlin, but the editors fail to tease out any implications of his sketchy remarks about family relationships
(though they offer some insights to the industrious reader
who turns to page 121 in the "Brief Biographies" section
where Lieber's siblings are mentioned.) Again, on 28 and 29
August 1844, Lieber fills his journal with typically detailed
observations while on the road to Brussels and Paris, but the
Commentary is oddly silent, even though similar entries
before and after are fully documented.
Lieber's own occasional confusions of dates also provide
minor headaches for editors and readers: on some occasions,
several days after the actual event that has already triggered
an entry, Leiber seems to provide additional text at a later
entry date. On 26 April 1844, Lieber visited Pentonville
prison (an institution that also fascinated Dickens), and his
entry for that date offers some detailed observations. Later,
on 2 May, the entry begins "To Pentonville. See April 26 in
addition I have to say ... ," and the Pentonville description
resumes. Since here the editors transcribe the texts exactly as
they appear in the journal, it's not entirely clear whether
Lieber actually returned to the prison or just (as the 2 May
entry suggests) decided he had more to say about the 26
April visit.
The editors argue for a "reader friendly" text (xxvi).

Based on their statement of principles and a collation I performed of their text against one of the key passages on art in
the journal (Lieber's appreciation of Raphael's "Sistine
Madonna"), their editorial work appears solid and reliable.
No apparatus is provided to record variants between the
manuscript and printed text; "some corrections and modifications" (xxvi) have been made silently, while passages with
words doubtful or impossible of transcription are so noted.
Of greater concern, from my point of view, are the anachronistic assumptions about punctuation. "Commas, for example, are scattered about in a seemingly indiscriminate
fashion; the same is true for semicolons," the editors write
(xxvi). Only at mid-century, with the rise of publishing
houses commanding a trade beyond their own cities, did the
need and occasion first arise for publishers to begin to codify
grammar, spelling, and punctuation around house standards.
Lieber simply punctuated as most nineteenth-century writers
did-as dictated by his sense of rhetorical flow (perhaps, like
Cooper, always keeping in mind that the performance of
writing was still largely oral). To verify that comma and semicolon usage is still an arbitrary social (or commercial) convention and not based on some ideal logic of grammar,
Simply compare contemporary practices of British and
American editors in these matters. With respect to pointing,
Lieber, obviously trained in German usage and then adapting to American practices in these regards, was thus at a double disadvantage from the point of view of an anachronistic
modem editor.
Thus, I found some curious (but, ultimately, not damaging) editorial choices when I collated the passage from 8
October 1844 on the "Sistine Madonna" by comparing the
printed text on page 81 with the manuscript from which it
derives, a photograph of which is presented on page 82. One
sees immediately that Lieber has an excellent hand, making
the transcription comparatively straightforward. A comparison of manuscript and printed text yielded the following
variants (identified by the line number in the printed entry
with the first line of the passage, beginning "I saw it again,"
counting as line 1):
Manuscript (page 82)
1. 1 Sisto,
1. 4 viz
1. 9 Coreggios
1. 17 angels,
1. 19 occasions,
1. 21 bambina
1. 22 indeed

Nor is calling attention to a foreign word, "Sisto," by underlining it-a policy clearly explained in the Introduction. More
puzzling is the silent emendation of what Lieber clearly
wrote in reference to the Christ Child: the feminine "bambina" becomes "bambino." Given the intense femininity of
the picture, preserving Lieber's original form could be of
importance to some readers-for example, to any interested
in gender representations.
While Like a Sponge is handsomely produced, a few errors
occur. In their introduction, the editors refer to
"Philadelphia's Gerard College" (xxi, perhaps follOwing
Lieber's form, as at page 104), but the correct spelling is
"Girard." And, at xxiv, they place Harvard in Boston, not
Cambridge. A few typos are noted: "nobel" for "noble" (91),
"hero" for "hero'" (129), "[in 1868]" for "[in 1868]." (135),
and "Deathof" for "Death of' (161).
Like a Sponge supports a case for a place in intellectual history for Francis Lieber that ultimately may not be accorded
him. Nonetheless, by putting into print an accurate and useful edition of this brief journal, the Macks have served the
scholarly community well by providing a record of observations about cultural and political history by an observant
European-American scholar. Cultural and intellectual historians of the American nineteenth century will find Like a
Sponge rewarding reading.

Text (page 81)
Sisto
viz.
Correggios
angels;
occasions;
bambino
indeed.

Silently correcting the spelling of "Corregio" and changing (if
not correcting in every case) the punctuations at lines 1,4, 17,
19, and 22 are not greatly problematic editorial intrusions.
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ALCOTT, LOUISA MAY. L. M. Alcott: Signature of
COLERIDGE, SAMUEL TAYLOR. The Notebooks of
Reform. Edited by Madeleine Stern. Boston:
Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Vol. 5, 1827-1834. 2 vols.
Northeastern University Press, 2002. 224 pp. $47.50.
ISBN 1555535135. Selections from the writings of reform
leaders are paired with excerpts from Alcott's letters, fiction, and nonfiction works to demonstrate that Alcott was
aware of and often moved by the words of other reformers.
BEECHER, CATHERINE E. and HARRIET BEECHER
STOWE. The American Woman's Home; or, Principles of
Domestic Science. Edited by Nicole Tonkovich.
Piscataway, NJ.: Rutgers University Press, 2002. 400
pp. $60. ISBN 0813530784. New edition of classic work
that was one of the late nineteenth century's most important handbooks of domestic advice. Notes link the text to
important historical, social, and cultural events of the
time.
BLAIR, HUGH. Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres:
Hugh Blair. Edited by S. Michael Halloran and Linda
Ferreira-Buckley. Carbondale: Southern Illinois
University Press, 2002. 624 pp. $60. ISBN 0809317540.
New edition of Blair's classic work contains forty-seven
lectures. The editors contextualize Blair's motivations
and thinking by providing an extended account of his life
and era.
BURNEY, FANNY. The Early Journals and Letters of
Fanny Burney. Vol. 4, The Streatham Years, Part II,
1780-7781. Edited by Betty Rizzo. Montreal: McGillQueen's University Press, 2002. 584 pp. $95. ISBN
0773505296. The fourth installment of English novelist
Fanny Burney's journals and letters.
CALHOUN, JOHN C. The Papers ofJohn C. Calhoun.
Vol. 26 (1848-1849). Edited by Clyde N. Wilson and
Shirley B. Cook. Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 2001. 576 pp. $59.95. ISBN
1570033935. Presents documents from August 1848
through July 1849 that elaborate on the statesman's
labors of his last years, including his work to rally united
action among Southerners in defense of their institutions
and constitutional rights.
CLAIBORNE, William C. C. Interim Appointment:
W.C.C. Claiborne Letter Book, 1804-1805. Edited by
Jared William Bradley. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 2002. 642 pp. $85. ISBN 0807126845.
Letters to and from the first governor of the Orleans territory. Also includes biographical sketches of thirty-one
individuals by the editor.
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Edited by Kathleen Coburn and Anthony John
Harding. Princeton: Princeton University Press,
2002. 2008 pp. $295. ISBN 0691099073. Final volume of
Bollingen Series L covers the material Coleridge wrote in
his notebooks between 1827 and his death in 1834, very
little of which resulted in publication in any form during
his lifetime. Notes appear in a companion volume.
COOPER, SUSAN FENIMORE. Essays on Nature and
Landscape. Edited by Rochelle Johnson and Daniel
Patterson. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2002.
168 pp. $45. ISBN 0820324213. Cooper (1813-1894) was
a pioneer of American nature writing and early advocate
for ecological stability.
EDWARDS, JONATHAN. The Works of Jonathan
Edwards. Vol. 20, The "Miscellanies," 833-1152. Edited
by Amy P. Pauw. New Haven: Yale University Press,
2002. 560 pp. $85. ISBN 0300091745. Includes the notebook entries written by Edwards during the eventful and
tumultuous years of 1740-1751, when he was plagued by
a series of bitter controversies with his Northampton congregation that culminated in his dismissal.
FREEMAN, THOMAS and PETER CUSTIS. Southern

Counterpart to Lewis and Clark: The Freeman and Custis
Expedition of 1806. Edited by Dan L. Flores. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2002. 408 pp. $19.95.
ISBN 0806119411. Focuses on the primary documents of
the Freeman and Custis expedition, including the official
catalogs of natural history observations, maps, illustrations, and the explorers' meteorological observations.
FRYE, NORTHROP. Northrop Frye on Literature and
Society, 1936-89. Edited by Robert D. Denham.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2002. 464 pp.
$85. ISBN 0802036023. Drawn from previously unpublished essays, talks, reviews, and papers, this volume of
Frye's collected works spans some fifty years of his long
writing career.
FRYE, NORTHROP. The 'Third Book' Notebooks of
Northrop Frye, 1964-1972: The Critical Comedy. Edited
by Michael Dolzani. Toronto: University of Toronto
Press, 2002. 528 pp. $80. ISBN 0802035426. In the
early 1960s, Frye began keeping notebooks with the aim
of creating a critical epic that he referred to as the 'Third
Book', a project intended as his third major work.
GAMBLE, SAMUEL. A Slaving Voyage to Africa and
Jamaica: The Log of the Sandown, 1793-7794. Edited by

Bruce L. Mouser. Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 2002. 224 pp. $24.95. ISBN 0253340772. Captain
Samuel Gamble's log contains the record of a slaving
venture to Africa and Jamaica that nearly failed.
GREENE, NATHANAEL. The Papers of General
Nathanael Greene. Vol. 12, 1 October 1782-21 May 1783.
Edited by Roger N. Parks and Dennis M. Conrad.
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press. 624
pp. $95. ISBN 0807827134. Contains letters and documents sent and received by Revolutionary War General
Nathanael Greene, who served as commander of the
forces fighting in the South.
HARTE, BRET. Selected Letters of Bret Harte. Edited
by Gary Scharnhorst. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 2002. 480 pp. $19.95. ISBN
0806134429. A selection of 259 of Harte's letters that provide a definitive portrait of Harte through his own words.
HUGHES, LANGSTON. The Collected Works of
Langston Hughes. Vol. 13, Autobiography: The Big Sea.
Edited by Joseph McLaren. Columbia: University of
Missouri Press, 2002. 272 pp. $29.95. ISBN
082621410X. First volume of the author's autobiography
that covers the years through 1931.
HUGHES, LANGSTON. The Collected Works of
Langston Hughes. Vol. 15, The Short Stories. Edited by
Baxter Miller. Columbia: University of Missouri
Press, 2002. 488 pp. $39.95. ISBN 0826214118. Includes
the previously published Ways of White Folks, Laughing to
Keep From Crying, and additional stories from Something in
Common and Other Stories. Also includes previously uncollected works.
HUXLEY, ALDOUS. Aldous Huxley: Complete Essays.
Vol. 5, 1938-1956. Edited by Robert S. Baker and
James Sexton. Chicago: Ivan R. Dee Publisher, 2002.
448 pp. $35. ISBN 1566634415. In this fifth of six volumes, Huxley continues to explore the role of science
and technology in modern culture, and seeks a final level
of foundational truth that might provide the basis for his
growing interest in religious mysticism.
JACKSON, ANDREW. The Papers of Andrew Jackson.
Vol. 6, 1825-1828. Edited by Harold D. Moser, Wyatt
C. Wells, and J. Clint Clifft. Knoxville: University of
Tennessee Press, 2002. 784 pp. $70. ISBN 1572331747.
Documents the years after Jackson's loss in the 1824 election and his successful campaign for president in 1828.
JAMES, WILLIAM. The Correspondence of William
James. Vol. 10, 1902-March 1905. Edited by Ignas K.
Skrupskelis
and
Elizabeth
M.
Berkeley.
Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 2002.
702 pp. $95. ISBN 0813920612. Consisting of some 572
letters, with another 460 calendared, this tenth volume in
a projected series of twelve offers a complete account of
James's known correspondence with family, friends, and
colleagues from the beginning of 1902 through March
1905.

JEFFERSON, THOMAS. Notes on the State of Virginia.
Edited by David Waldstreicher. New York: St.
Martin's Press, 2002. 256 pp. $45. ISBN 031229428X.
During his first term as governor of Virginia, Jefferson
responded to a request by the French legation to learn
more about the newly formed thirteen states of America
by writing this survey in 1781. Includes related documents.
KENNAN, GEORGE F. Interviews with George R
Kennan. Edited by T. Christopher Jespersen. Jackson:
University Press of Mississippi, 2002. 224 pp. $35.
ISBN 1578064481. Collection of interviews given by
Kennan over four decades, spanning his entire career as
a diplomat, scholar, and analyst, including his famous
"long telegram."
KNOX, JOHN. The Forgotten Memoir of John Knox: A

l'ear in the Life of a Supreme Court Clerk in FDR's
Washington. Edited by David J. Garrow and Dennis J.
Hutchinson. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2002. 312 pp. $32.50. ISBN 0226448622. Personal memoir of a law clerk to Justice James C. McReynolds during
the October 1936 term, when Franklin Delano Roosevelt
attempted to pack the court with judges who would
approve his New Deal agenda.
LYON, W. A. Kurds, Arabs and Britons: The Memoir of
Colonel W. A. Lyon in Kurdistan, 1918-1945. Edited by
David Kenne Fieldhouse. New York: St. Martin's
Press, 2001. 248 pp. $59.50. ISBN 1860646131. Provides
a unique insight into the history of the Iraq mandate and
highlights the importance of Britain's imperial players on
the ground in the drive to preserve British interests in the
waning years of the Empire.
MARSHALL, JOHN. The Papers ofJohn Marshall. Vol.

11, Correspondence, Papers, and Selected Judicial
Opinions, April 1827-December 1830. Edited by
Charles F. Hobson. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2002. 474 pp. $70. ISBN 0807827487.
Continuing the annotated edition of the papers of Chief
Justice John Marshall (1755-1835), this volume sheds
light not only on the statesman and jurist's life and
thought, but on the evolution of American jurisprudence
as well.
MUKERJI, DHAN GOPAL. Caste and Outcast. Edited
by Gordon H. Chang, Purnima Mankekar, and Akhil
Gupta. Palo Alto: Stanford University Press, 2002.
288 pp. $45. ISBN 0804744335. Reissue of the 1923
autobiography of Mukerji, the first author of Asian
Indian ancestry to attract American audiences in writing
about his dual identity.
MURPHY, GERALD AND SARA MURPHY. Letters
from the Lost Generation: Gerald and Sara Murphy and
Friends. Edited by Linda Patterson Miller.
Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2002. 432
pp. $24.95. ISBN 0813025362. Collection of letters
between Gerald and Sara Murphy and their friends. The
Murphys were expatriates living in France during the
twenties and thirties who were at the center of a group
including Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, John Dos
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Passos, Dorothy Parker and other famous literary figures.
NEWHALL, FREDERICK C. With Sheridan in the

Final Campaign against Lee, by Lt. Col. Frederick C.
Newhall, Sixth Pennsylvania Calvary. Edited by Eric J.
Wittenberg. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 2002. 344 pp. $39.95. ISBN 0807127566. A memoir of Civil War leaders during the final stages of the conflict. Originally published in 1866, the editor has added
maps, photographs, an order of battle, and other materials.
NEWMAN, JOHN HENRY. The Arians of the Fourth
Century: john Henry Newman. Edited by Rowan
Williams. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame
Press, 2002. 560 pp. $28.95. ISBN 0268020124.
Newman's account of the great struggle over Christian
doctrine in the fourth century shows the first signs of his
later views on development. This book is taken from
Newman's 1871 revision of the text and contains some
additional material and a more complete apparatus of references.
OPPENHEIMER, J. ROBERT. In the Matter of j.
Robert Oppenheimer: The Security Clearance Hearing.
Edited by Richard Polenberg. Ithaca: Cornell
University Press, 2002. 288 pp. $29.95. ISBN
0801439892. Contains an edited and annotated transcript
of the 1954 hearing before the Atomic Energy
Commission's Personnel Security Board, as well as the
various reports resulting from it.
PAYNE, JOHN HOWARD. Indian justice: A Cherokee
Murder Trial at Tahlequah in 1840. Edited by Grant
Foreman. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
2002. 136 pp. $17.95. ISBN 0806134208. Foreman presents John Howard Payne's first-hand account of the trial
of Archilla Smith, a Cherokee charged with the murder of
John Macintosh in 1839. Payne's account first appeared
in two installments in the New YorkJournal of Commerce in
1841.
POPPENHEIM FAMILY. Southern Women at Vassar:
The Poppenheim Family Letters, 1882-1916. Edited by
Joan Marie Johnson. Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 2002. 392 pp. $39.95. ISBN
1570034435. Letters of prominent South Carolina mercantile family detailing the Northern education of
Southern women.
PRANG, LOUIS. Prang's Civil War Pictures: The
Complete Battle Chromos of Louis Prang. Edited by
Harold Holzer. New York: Fordham University Press,
2001. 208 pp. $50. ISBN 0823221180. Prang, a Bostonbased picture publisher, commissioned a series of Civil
War battle prints during the 1880s. The complete set of
eighteen chromo lithographs as well as the original
descriptive texts is reunited in this volume that resurrects
Prang's conception of battle art for the masses.
RAMSEY,JAMES GETTYS MCGREADY. Dr.j. G. M.
Ramsey: Autobiography and Letters. Edited by William
B. Hesseltine. Knoxville: University of Tennessee
Press, 2002. 367 pp. $26. ISBN 1572331739. Written in
the 1870s and originally published in 1954, Ramsey's
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autobiography focuses mainly on the home front during
the Civil War years. Includes selected letters from both
before and after the war that shed light on aspects of
Tennessee history.
ROYCE, JOSIAH. JOSiah Royce's Late Writings: A
Collection of Unpublished and Scattered Works. 2 vols.
Edited by Frank M. Oppenheim. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2002. 620 pp. $260. ISBN
1855069113. Collection traces the later intellectual development of Royce from 1912 to his death in 1916. This was
the period when he undertook a detailed study of C. S.
Peirce's works that lead ultimately to a reexamination
and reshaping of his own philosophy.
SACKVILLE-WEST, VITA.
Vita Sackville-West:
Selected Writings. Edited by Mary Ann Caws. New
York: St. Martin's Press, 2002. 320 pp. $29.95. ISBN
031223760X. Aristocrat, novelist, essayist, traveler, and
lover of Virginia Woolf, Vita Sackville-West lived a daring life on the periphery of the Bloomsbury circle. Over
half the works in this anthology, including intimate
diaries and a dream notebook, have never before been
published.
SANTAYANA, GEORGE. The Letters of George
Santayana. Vol. 5, bk. 3, 1921-1927. Edited by William
G. Holzberger. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2002. 583 pp.
$55. ISBN 0262194740. Covers an intense period of
intellectual activity in the philosopher's life including
travels in France, Spain, and England. The correspondence reflects the establishment of his mature philosophy.
SHAW, BERNARD AND BARRY JACKSON. Bernard
Shaw and Barry jackson (Selected Correspondence of
Bernard Shaw, 4). Edited by L.W. Conolly. Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 2002. 336 pp. $60. ISBN
0802035728. Collection of correspondence between playwright Bernard Shaw and Barry Jackson, active in British
regional theater.
SPENCE FAMILY. Getting Used to Being Shot At: The
SPence Family Civil War Letters. Edited by Mark K.
Christ. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press,
2002. 240 pp. $24.95. ISBN 1557287260. Two brothers,
who fight and die in the Civil War, write letters to their
family in Arkansas.
TAFT, WILLIAM HOWARD. The Collected Works of
William Howard Taft. Vol. 4, Presidential Messages to
Congress. Edited by David H. Burton. Athens: Ohio
University Press, 2002. 368 pp. $49.95. ISBN
0821414356. Collection devoted to Taft's messages to the
legislative branch.
THOREAU, HENRY DAVID. "Wild Apples" and Other
Natural History Essays. Edited by William Rossi.
Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2002. 288 pp.
$45. ISBN 0820324124. Volume of seven essays and a
late lecture written before and after Thoreau wrote
Walden. First appeared in the 1840s through the 1860s.

VORIS, ALVIN C. A Citizen-Soldier's Civil War: The
Letters of Brevet Major Alvin C. Voris. Edited by Jerome
Mushkat. DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press,
2002. 333 pp. $36. ISBN 0875802982. Exceptionally
complete collection of letters reveals not only the daily
life of a Civil War soldier but also the ideals and aspirations of a man of conscience whom duty called to the battlefield.

YEATS, WILLIAM BUTLER. The Words Upon the
Window Pane: Manuscript Materials. Edited by Mary
Fitzgerald. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2002.
264 pp. $55. ISBN 0801440475. Contains transcriptions
and photographic reproductions of the drafts of Yeats's
play, including variant readings from proofs, typescripts,
and notebook entries as well as other materials pertaining
to its writing, publication, and performance.

WAKEFIELD, SARAH F. Six Weeks in the Sioux Tepees:
A Narrative of Indian Captivity. Edited by June
Namias. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
2002. 192 pp. $14.95. ISBN 0806134313. Relates the
ordeal of Wakefield as she was caught up in the Dakota
War in Minnesota. Editor's notes describe the historical
and ethnographic background of Dakota-white relations.
WILLIAMS, FANNIE BARRIER. The New Woman of

Color: The Collected Writings of Fannie Barrier
Williams, 1893-1918. Edited by Mary Jo Deegan.
DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press. 222 pp.
$38. ISBN 0875802931. Speeches, essays, and articles of
the controversial African-American reformer in an era
fraught with racial discrimination and injustice.
WING, JOHN M. The Chicago Diaries ofJohn M. Wing
1865-1866. Edited by Robert Williams. Carbondale:
Southern Illinois University Press, 2002. 140 pp. $20.
ISBN 0809324830. The personal and often intimate
diaries of fledgling journalist and entrepreneur John
Wing create a unique portrait of a rough-and-tumble
Chicago in the first few years following the Civil War.
WOMEN. In Nature's Name: An Anthology of Women's
Writing and Illustration, 1780-1930. Edited by Barbara
T. Gates. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2002.
704 pp. $75. ISBN 0226284441. Contains works written
by British women on their responses to the natural world.
WORLD WAR ONE. War Letters of Fallen Englishmen.
Edited by Laurence Housman. Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2002. 328 pp.
$15.95. ISBN 0812218159. Collection of letters from
British soldiers. Originally published after the war, reissued here with a new forward.
YEATS, WILLIAM BUTLER. "In the Seven Woods" and

"The Green Helmet and Other Poems": Manuscript
Materials. Edited by David Holdeman. Ithaca:
Cornell University Press, 2002. 352 pp. $65. ISBN
0801440343. The surviving manuscripts, typescripts, and
early printed texts of poems Yeats included in two important collections. Also documents seven poems written
between 1899 and 1914 that were never published or collected.
YEATS, WILLIAM BUTLER. The Land of Heart's
Desire: Manuscript Materials. Edited by Jared Curtis.
Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2002. 312 pp. $60.
ISBN 0801440483. Manuscript materials for Yeats's 1894
play, which marked his first use of Irish folklore in a production for the commercial theater.
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Association for Documentary Editing
Life, Patron, Sustaining Members, and Contributors
The Association for Documentary Editing appreciates the contributions its members have made during 2002
and takes note also of those individuals whose membership for this year is at the sustaining or patron level.

Life Members

Sustaining Members

Contributors

Ross W. Beales Jr.
Kenneth R. Bowling
Don L. Cook
Joseph R. Gainey
Henry Louis Gates Jr.
Mary A. Giunta
Elizabeth S. Hughes
John P. Kaminski
Joel Myerson
Lance Schachterle
Richard N. Sheldon
Paul H. Smith
C. James Taylor
Sandra F. VanBurkleo
Conrad E. Wright

Douglas M. Arnold
Barbara J. Bair
Rose F. Barquist
Mary Lynn McCree Bryan
Frank G. Burke
Clayborne Carson
Joan R. Challinor
Philander D. Chase
Peggy Clark
Ellen R. Cohn
Charles T. Cullen
Cullom Davis
Carol DeBoer-Langworthy
Helen R. Deese
John Fierst
Mary A. Y. Gallagher
Ann D. Gordon
Cathy Moran Hajo
Louis R. Harlan
Robert H. Hirst
Ronald Hoffman
Thomas E. Jeffrey
Linda Johanson
Esther Katz
Craig Kridel
Jon Kukla
Gregg L. Lint
J. Jefferson Looney
Joe A. Mobley
Harold D. Moser
Elizabeth Nuxoll
Beverly Wilson Palmer
Guenter Kurt Piehler
Donald M. Roper
Leslie S. Rowland
HermanJ. Saatkamp Jr.
Constance B. Schulz
Harriet Furst Simon
John Y. Simon
Ray Smock
Daun R. van Ee

Douglas M. Arnold
Jeffrey Berlin
Charlene Bickford
Allida Black
Kenneth R. Bowling
Roger A. Bruns
Frank L. Byrne
Philander D. Chase
David R. Chesnutt
Timothy Connelly
Dennis Conrad
Carol DeBoer-Langworthy
Mary S. Dix
Kathleen W. Dorman
Mary A. Giunta
Louis R. Harlan
Sidney Hart
Ronald Hoffman
Martha J. King
Ruth W. Lester
Joan Lovelace
Maeva Marcus
David B. Mattern
Barbara Oberg
Willie F. Page
Elaine W. Pascu
Christine Patrick
Guenter Kurt Piehler
Donald M. Roper
Leslie S. Rowland
Nancy Sahli
Richard N. Sheldon
Ray Smock
Daun R. van Ee
Helen Veit
Thomas White

Patron Members
Charlene Bickford
Larry I. Bland
Roger D. Bridges
David R. Chesnutt
Dennis Conrad
Sidney Hart
David W. Hirst
Charles F. Hobson
Robert N. Hudspeth
Stanley N. Katz
Richard Leffler
Beth Luey
Maeva Marcus
Thomas A. Mason
Rowena McClinton
James P. McClure
Joseph R. McElrath Jr.
Gary E. Moulton
Barbara Oberg
Elaine W. Pascu
Michael Stevens
Sharon Ritenour Stevens
Helen Veit
Celeste Walker
Elizabeth Hall Witherell
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ADE Committees 2001-2002
President: Mary:Jo Kline

Theasurer: Gary E. Moulton

President-elect: Beth Luey

Director of Publications: Beverly Wilson Palmer

Secretary: James P. McClure

Councillors-at-Large: Esther Katz, Harriet F. Simon,
Thomas A. Mason

Jo Ann Boydston Prize
Benjamin F. Fisher, chair
Peter L. Shillings burg
Marta Werner

Meetings
Philander D. Chase, chair
William M. Ferraro; Mary Hackett
Christine S. Patrick; Thomas A. Mason

Lyman H. Butterfield Award
Dorothy Twohig, chair
Helen R. Deese; Conrad E. Wright

Membership
Susan Holbrook Perdue, chair
Jesse S. Crisler; Sharon M. McElrath
L. Terry Oggel

Education and Information
Ronald A. Bosco, chair
Mary A. Gallagher; Thomas E. Jeffrey
Jon Kukla; Michael E. Stevens
Electronic Standards
Cathy Moran Hajo, chair
Ronald A. Bosco; David Chesnutt
Carol DeBoer-Langworthy; Elizabeth H. Dow
Larry Hickman; Albert C. Lewis
Joseph R. McElrathJr., ex officio; Joel Myerson
Susan Holbrook Perdue; Christopher A. Schnell
Daniel W. Stowell
Federal Policy
Charlene Bickford, chair
Theresa M. Collins; Ann D. Gordon
Stanley N. Katz; Barbara Oberg
Leslie S. Rowland; Charles T. Cullen, ex officio
Ira Berlin, ex officio
Finance
Gary E. Moulton, chair
William M. Ferraro; Elaine W. Pascu
Local Arrangements
Charlene Bickford and Leslie S. Rowland, co-chairs
Roger Bruns; Dennis Conrad
Kathleen W. Dorman; Mary A. Giunta
R. F. Karachuk

Nominating
Richard Leffler, chair
Jesse Crisler; Robert Rosenberg
Celeste Walker; Elizabeth Hall Witherell
Program
Beth Luey, chair
Catherine Kunce; Elaine W. Pascu
Kenneth M. Price; Michael Stevens
Publications
Beverly Wilson Palmer, chair
James Karman; MarthaJ. King
Catherine Kunce; Robert C. Leitz III
Jennifer Shea; Daniel W. Stowell
Marianne S. Wokeck, ex officio
Web Site
Robert Rosenberg, chair
Kathleen W. Dorman; John P.. Kaminski
Kenneth M. Price; Kenneth H. Williams
Esther Katz, ex officio
Other Officials
Charles T. Cullen, Association representative to the
National Historical Publications and Records
Commission (NHPRC)
Frank E. GrizzardJr., webmaster, Association web site
Richard Leffler, Association archivist

